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12.	 Select crops and growing seasons that use less water, where possible. By combining planting 
dates with selected varieties, it is possible to save some water by shortening the growing 
season and/or avoiding high evaporative demand periods. Small grains and, to some extent, 
safflower will use significantly less water than summer season field crops. 

13.	 Most crops, if supplied with less than full evapotranspiration requirements will produce less 
than maximum yields, although in some crops the reduction in yield is less marked than in 
others. Cotton, sorghum, olives, and wine or raisin grapes are crops relatively insensitive to 
reduced water supply. Alfalfa, corn, and pasture are examples of crops sensitive to water 
deficiency. 

14.	 On tree crops and deep-rooted annuals, start the growing season with a fUlly wet root zone, if 
at all possible. Use the remaining water supply as needed to maintain crop until the supply is 
eXhausted. 

15.	 Plant the best land. Do not plant marginal land. If future abandonment or pulling of permanent 
crop acreage is being considered, perhaps now is the time to make the change. 
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